The IUA is recognised by the Irish Government as
the representative body for the seven Irish Universities.
The Universities collaborate on national and international policies and
programmes through the IUA.
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About
Ireland
It’s said that Ireland, once visited, is never forgotten, and for
once the blarney rings true. The Irish landscape has a mythic
resonance, the country’s history is almost tangible, and its
people seem put on earth expressly to restore faith in humanity.
(Lonely Planet)
Ireland is an island of over four million
people located in the northwest of Europe. It
is an active member of the European Union
and plays an important role in its economic
and political activities. Long renowned
for its culture, it has a strong tradition of
developmental and educational links with
other nations. International airports at
Dublin, Cork, Galway and Shannon link it to
other major European cities and to airline
routes throughout the world.
Almost 40% of the Irish population is under
the age of twenty five. Ireland has an
excellent educational infrastructure and a
high rate of participation in third-level
education. Its highly skilled workforce
makes Ireland an attractive location for
international corporations and industrialists.
Irish graduates have distinguished
themselves as leaders of economic, social
and cultural development in Ireland and
throughout the world.

Researchers took into account not only
income, but other factors considered
important to people’s satisfaction and
well-being. They included health, freedom,
employment, family life, climate, political
stability and security, gender equality and
community life.
Ireland is one of six celtic nations with
its distinctive Irish (Gaelic) culture and
language. Although Irish is its first official
language, English is the most common
language in daily use and the dominant
language in teaching, research, industry
and business.

Ireland is a uniquely pleasant place to live,		
with friendly people and a great range of
outdoor and cultural activity. Unemployment
is low and immigration has brought an
attractive mixture of nationalities and
cultures into the country. The country was
voted the best place to live in the world,
according to a “quality of life” assessment
by ‘The Economist’ in November 2005.
Fourth Level Ireland
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Graduate Education
in Ireland
“We want to encourage more of
our third level graduates to pursue
advanced postgraduate study and
research at fourth level - a vibrant
fourth level sector that will produce
our future knowledge leaders and
underpin a climate of innovation.”
An Taoiseach*, Bertie Ahern,
21st October, 2005
“Talented young scientists, engineers, business managers and multinational
companies are all heading to the country. Where it once suffered from mass
emigration, Ireland now imports scientists and exports ideas”.
Nature Magazine, Issue 444,
16 November 2006 Fourth Level
The Irish Government, as part of a €7.5
billion investment in Science, Technology
and Innovation, aims to double the number
of Researchers and PhD students in
universities by 2013, to drive the country’s
research agenda and to meet industry’s
growing demand for a highly qualified
workforce.
The restructuring of Graduate/PhD training
by the universities is part of the Fourth Level
Ireland initiative.		
The Irish universities are collaborating to
offer a rounded PhD education and research
training programme to all students. The
core of the PhD will be the development of
an independent researcher in a world class
environment.
The Irish universities want to attract all
students of talent in Ireland and
internationally. To facilitate the movement
of researchers to Ireland and to improve the
supply of information on research expertise
in this country, two key services have been
put in place;
Fourth Level Ireland

The Researcher Mobility Network
Ireland is a European Commission
initiative, offering a dedicated support and
advisory office for researchers, research
active organisations and industry. The
Network’s online portal
(www.researchcareersireland.com)
offers practical advice and information on
visas, work permits and job opportunities
with companies and universities advertising
their R&D vacancies on this portal.
expertiseireland.com is an advanced online
portal, which combines, in one searchable
database, up-to date details of more than
5000 expert profiles as well as funding
information, technology transfer and
collaborative opportunities for the
island of Ireland.
*Prime Minister
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Irish Universities leading
the graduate education sector
There are seven Universities recognised under Irish legislation
and each offers state-of-the-art postgraduate level training
through a broad range of taught courses and research.

H Dublin City University
H National University of Ireland, Galway
H National University of Ireland, Maynooth
H Trinity College Dublin
H University College Cork
H University College Dublin
H University of Limerick
These universities are central in ensuring Ireland continues
to advance and becomes a fully-fledged knowledge society.
The receipt of significant funding through the Government’s
Strategic Innovation Fund will underpin their performance
in research and the output of highly-skilled graduates with
doctoral qualifications and postdoctoral experience.
The development of 4th Level Ireland means a new and very
different research environment in our universities; one which is
characterised by flexibility, responsiveness and innovation.
4th level Ireland will provide a new cohort of researchers at
the doctoral and postdoctoral level, our future innovators
and knowledge entrepreneurs.
Key elements of 4th Level Ireland are:

H Core Masters and PhD programmes.
H Feeder pathways which will enhance access to the best of
university education.

H New programmes of lifelong learning and
skills development.

H Strong links to external

stakeholders with
opportunities for placements
in relevant economic sectors.

H Taught elements in generic

skills & advanced disciplinary
courses.

H Teaching/tutorial experience.

10 Good Reasons
for Graduate
Studies in an
Irish University
Long established universities with
distinguished history.
Ireland’s leading research institutes
– over 90% of research is university
based.
Unprecedented levels of
Government investment in research.
Greater investment in the arts,
humanities and social sciences to
complement scientific, technological
and commercial advances.
Novel, cutting-edge, graduate
education and research
programmes, with a high level of
trans-institutional and international
collaboration.
Internationally competitive masters
and PhD level programmes that
will deliver the next generation
of researchers, entrepreneurs and
leaders.
Flexible and responsive lifelong
learning and e-learning programmes
and generic skills training to
enhance the personal and career
development of graduate students.
Vibrant bi-directional links between
the university sector and industry,
policy makers and the not-for-profit
organisations.
Irish universities are full participants
in many European and international
academic projects and exchange
programmes, with exciting
opportunities for graduate students.
Vibrant cultural, artistic and
sporting life.

Dublin City University
As Ireland’s youngest university DCU is
internationally recognized for its research
in science, health, engineering, computing,
business, humanities and social sciences. With
almost 10,000 students of which nearly 3,000
are at postgraduate level, DCU’s determination
to be a radical leader of change has established
the university as a significant catalyst in Ireland’s
social and economic development. Located
midway between Dublin city centre and Dublin
airport and adjacent to the M50 motorway, DCU
provides an exciting, interdisciplinary, friendly
and supportive environment for graduates.

DUBLIN

Contact
Dublin City University

Dublin City University

Graduate Research Office,

International Office,

Invent, DCU,

DCU,

Dublin 9, Ireland.

Dublin 9, Ireland.

Telephone:
+ 353 1 700 5136/5296

Telephone: + 353 1 700 7411

Fax: + 353 1 700 8002
email:
graduate.research@dcu.ie
http://www.dcu.ie/
graduate_research

Fourth Level Ireland

Fax: + 353 1 700 8698
email:
international.office@dcu.ie

Click Here for
More Information

http://www.dcu.ie/
international
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Postgraduate Research at DCU cuts across the traditional boundaries between academic disciplines
and involves collaboration with national and international partners and interaction with a broad
range of funding agencies, institutions, non-governmental agencies and private companies. Its
major research centres and institutes have been awarded very significant funding by state and
private institutions to enable them to provide leadership at a global level.
DCU has always been very international in its activities through its many pioneering undergraduate
programmes involving international exchanges and our growing international postgraduate
population, which includes students from over 50 countries. In addition to the many first-class
laboratories for research, the university has on-campus accommodation residences and state-ofthe-art sports and recreation facilities, which provide ideal opportunities for postgraduate students
to fully participate in the life of the university. Further details regarding research possibilities for
new postgraduate students, along with comprehensive information about the campus, can be
found on our website.

Major Research Centres

Postgraduate research applicants may
apply directly to the University – visit:
http://www.dcu.ie/graduate_research/
how_to_apply.shtml
Information of particular interest to
international students may be
obtained from:
international.office@dcu.ie

(http://www.dcu.ie/research.shtml)
National Centre for
Sensor Research

International Centre for
Neurotherapeutics

National Centre for
Plasma Science
and Technology

Centre for Digital Video
Processing

National Institute for
Cellular Biotechnology
Research Institute
for Networks &
Communications
Engineering
National Centre for
Language Technology

Materials Processing
Research Centre
Centre for International
Studies
Centre for Translation and
Textual Studies
Learning, Innovation and
Knowledge Research

Biomedical Diagnostics
Institute

www.iua.ie

NUI Galway
Founded in 1845, National University
of Ireland, Galway has established a
distinguished record in research and
scholarship. Currently there are over 15,000
students attending the University, of whom
12,000 are full-time. Fifty countries are
represented among the 1,500 international
students on campus.

GALWAY

Contact
National University of Ireland,
Galway

National University of Ireland,
Galway

Postgraduate
Admissions Office,

International Affairs Office,

NUI Galway, University Road,
Galway, Ireland.
Telephone: +353 91 524411,
Exts. 3065 / 2102 / 2103;
Fax: +353 91 495552
email: postgrad@nuigalway.ie
www.go4th.ie

Fourth Level Ireland

NUI Galway, University Road,
Galway, Ireland.
Telephone: + 353 91 495 277
Fax: + 353 91 495 551
email: international@
nuigalway.ie

Click Here for
More Information

www.nuigalway.ie

your future graduate and postdoctoral experience in irish universities

Galway City, with a population of 80,000, is
located on the west coast of Ireland and is one of
the fastest developing cities in Europe. The city
is a centre of the arts and commerce and has a
relaxed and intimate atmosphere. The university
is located close to the centre of Galway and the
combination of city and university provides a
quality ‘student experience’.
NUI Galway is committed to the development of
a dynamic research culture built on its distinctive
expertise. To this end it has identified key areas
of scholarship and research across the sciences,
business, social sciences and humanities in which
it is developing internationally recognised quality
research programmes. In each of these areas
it has consistently attracted significant research
funding under national and European research
programmes and from private sources.

These are:
• Biomedicine and Bioengineering
• Terrestrial and marine environment
and energy
• Information and communication technology
• Physical and mathematical sciences
• Humanities including Irish Studies
• Applied social sciences and public health
NUI Galway is committed to excellence in
teaching, research and the internationalisation
of its curriculum and programmes. In recent
years, the University has initiated many valuable
international partnerships which further enhance
its long tradition of leadership in teaching and
research. Further information at:
http://www.go4th.ie/prospectus.html

The research environment at NUI Galway is
strongly interdisciplinary and built on shared
themes in which the university has particular
strengths. Research programmes are built on the
university’s particular competencies and have
been developed in the context of national social,
cultural and economic policy. The programmes
are lead by academics and researchers
with international research reputations and
experience. They are conducted in collaboration
with other universities in Ireland and overseas
and with multinational industrial partners.
The University provides programmes to PhD
level across its Colleges of Arts, Social Sciences
& Celtic Studies, Medicine, Nursing & Health
Sciences, Commerce, Engineering & Informatics,
Law and Science. Within those Colleges it has
identified priority themes, built on the expertise
of its staff and success in attracting research
funding.

www.iua.ie

NUI Maynooth
National University of Ireland, Maynooth is
one of four constituent universities of the
federal National University of Ireland. It traces
its origins to the foundation of St Patrick’s
College, Maynooth in 1795 and is Ireland’s
second oldest university. NUI Maynooth has
a longstanding international reputation for
learning and academic excellence in the sciences,
social sciences and humanities. Its reputation
for research is growing rapidly and today there
are several internationally recognised research
centres located on campus.

MAYNOOTH

Contact
Office of Graduate Studies,

International Office,

Auxillia Hostel, North Campus

9-12 Humanity House, South
Campus,

National University of Ireland
Maynooth,
Maynooth, Co. Kildare,
Ireland.

National University of Ireland
Maynooth,
Maynooth, Co. Kildare, Ireland.

Telephone: +353 1 7086018

Telephone: + 353 1 708 3420 /
708 3868

Fax: +353 1 7083359

Fax: + 353 1 708 6113

email: pgdean@nuim.ie

email:
international.office@nuim.ie

Click Here for
More Information

www.nuim.ie/international
Fourth Level Ireland
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NUI Maynooth is a dynamic and innovative
university of some 7000 students. It is situated
25km west of Dublin and located in Ireland’s
only university town. Maynooth combines the
historical legacy of its medieval origins with a
present day location on the fringes of Dublin.
The NUI Maynooth campus is adjacent to the
Irish and European headquarters of many multinational high technology companies. Regular
bus and rail services link Maynooth town to
Ireland’s capital. NUI Maynooth offers a studentfriendly environment providing world-class
teaching, research facilities and courses, while
still retaining a uniquely friendly and personal
atmosphere.
At NUI Maynooth we are embracing the
challenge of delivering world-class postgraduate
education programmes, and in 2006 we
established three new Faculty-based graduate
schools in Arts, Philosophy and Celtic Studies;
Social Sciences; Science and Engineering. We
have built on our traditional areas of academic
strength to create a number of innovative and
internationally-recognised research centres
in areas such as Irish Cultural and Historical
Traditions, Geocomputation, Immunology,
Applied mathematics of complex systems
(Hamilton Institute), and Regional Planning and
Spatial Analysis.

These research centres complement and extend
the excellent research and teaching carried
out in academic departments and disciplines
which span the Arts, Humanities, Sciences and
Engineering.
Within this diverse system we have developed
an extensive range of postgraduate degrees,
including doctoral research programmes, taught
and research masters degree courses and
postgraduate diploma programmes. Full details
of all courses can be found on our website at:
http://graduatestudies.nuim.ie
Students wishing to apply for any of our
programmes can apply online at:
http://graduatestudies.nuim.ie
Applications for most programmes will be
accepted at any time, but the deadline for
receipt of applications is normally 31 May for
courses commencing the following September.

www.iua.ie

Trinity College Dublin
Trinity College Dublin was founded in 1592,
and is the single constituent college of the
University of Dublin. Though long established,
Trinity College has maintained a strong
tradition of scholarship and research which
adapts effectively to the needs of successive
generations. To prospective students, it will
be Trinity’s present standing as a high-ranking
centre of learning, and its international
recognition as one of Europe’s leading
universities, that will be most important.

DUBLIN

Contact
Trinity College Dublin

Trinity College Dublin

The University of Dublin

The University of Dublin

Graduate Studies Office

The Office of International
Student Affairs

Arts Building

East Theatre

Dublin 2, Ireland.
Telephone: + 353 1 896 1166
Fax: + 353 1 671 2821
email: gradinfo@tcd.ie
www.tcd.ie/
Graduate_Studies

Fourth Level Ireland

Dublin 2, Ireland.
Telephone: + 353 1 896 3150 /
896 2011 / 896 2683

Click Here for
More Information

Fax: + 353 1 677 1698
email: isa.office@tcd.ie
www.tcd.ie/ISA
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Trinity College Dublin has over 15,000 students pursuing courses of study within 24 Schools. The
University offers a wide range of programmes at undergraduate and postgraduate level across its
three Faculties:
•
•
•

Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
Engineering, Mathematics and Science
Health Sciences

Most academic activity of the university is concentrated on its historic main campus located in the
heart of Ireland’s capital city. Students in the Health Sciences also benefit from a purpose built
facility in the largest teaching hospital in Ireland, St. James’s Hospital, and another in the newlycompleted regional general hospital in the Dublin suburbs at Tallaght.
The vigour of any university must be judged by its commitment to research. As a research-intensive
university, Trinity prides itself on its research excellence and strong tradition of research-led teaching.
The Library is the heart of research activity, and here Trinity is particularly fortunate. With a collection
of approximately 4.25 million volumes, the College Library is one of the largest in Europe. Along
with the British Library in London and the university libraries at Oxford and Cambridge, it enjoys the
privilege of receiving all Irish and U.K. copyright material.
Trinity prides itself also on its tradition of personal contact between staff and students, encouraged
by its collegiate atmosphere. Its staff and students form a vibrant academic community, with several
hundred students and a number of staff living on campus. College provides an impressive range of
facilities and services – dining hall, cafeterias and bars, health centre and a crèche – and ensures a
varied social life sustained by a host of student societies and sports clubs located in the state-of-theart sports centre.
Applications are invited from well-qualified students from anywhere in the world. Application forms
for undergraduate admission may be obtained from the Office of International Student Affairs and
for postgraduate programmes from the Graduate Studies Office. Alternatively, applications may be
downloaded from the TCD website.

www.iua.ie

University College Cork
University College Cork (UCC) was founded in
1845 and is one of Ireland’s oldest universities.
Situated in Cork, Ireland’s second city, UCC plays
an important role in the economic, social and
cultural life of the country as a whole. Ireland’s
leading research university, UCC has the highest
level of peer-reviewed research grants in the
State. The award of the title “Irish University of
the Year” for 2003-04 and 2005-06 recognises
the excellence of its academic programmes,
high quality research reputation, its superb
infrastructure, and its role as a cosmopolitan
university.

CORK

Contact
University College Cork

University College Cork

Graduate Studies Office.

International Education Office,

Telephone: + 353 21
4902810

UCC, Cork, Ireland.

Fax: +353 21 4901897
email:
graduatestudies@ucc.ie
www.ucc.ie/postgraduate

Fourth Level Ireland

Telephone: + 353 21 4904729
Fax: + 353 21 4904735
email:
internationalpostgrad@ucc.ie

Click Here for
More Information

www.ucc.ie/international
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University College Cork has over 16,000
undergraduate and graduate students, up to
PhD level, and plans a major expansion of PhD
numbers. The university’s teaching and research
programmes are offered across four Colleges:
Arts, Celtic Studies and Social Sciences;
Business and Law; Science, Engineering and
Food Science and Medicine and Health
UCC has a clear commitment to excellence in
both research and teaching. Such major national
campus-based research centres of excellence as
the Tyndall National Institute, the Boole Centre
for Research in Informatics, the BioSciences
Institute and the Environmental Research
Institute support the University’s research
interests, and UCC also has a strong research
record in the Humanities, with an international
reputation in the field of Irish Studies. The
institution’s commitment to assuring a highquality graduate educational experience is
reflected in ongoing investment in facilities for
such study, including the provision of a new
graduate research library, and a growing suite of
skills development modules.

Non-EU students, should apply directly to the
International Education Office University College
Cork, Roseleigh, Western Road, Cork, Ireland.
EU students should apply online at:
www.pac.ie
There is no closing date for applications for
Research Masters and PhD degrees. However,
it is recommended that applications should
be submitted at least 3-6 months prior to
the commencement of the programme.
Students are also advised to consult the UCC
postgraduate website and have the agreement
of a potential supervisor before making an
application for a Research Degree.

UCC’s active intellectual climate in recent
years has attracted distinguished national and
international scholars and researchers to join
an already prestigious assembly of well-known
faculty. The university also provides a special
academic opportunity for graduate students
through engaging faculty, students and facilities
across the boundaries of traditional disciplines.
Today, UCC has around 2000 international
students, from all five continents, and is
committed to increasing the percentage of
international students enrolled, particularly in
graduate programmes.

www.iua.ie

University College Dublin
University College Dublin (UCD) is Ireland’s
largest and most richly diversified university
with over 22,000 students. The University
traces its origins to the Catholic University
of Ireland founded in 1854 by Cardinal John
Henry Newman, author of the celebrated
‘The Idea of a University’. Since then,
the University has played a central role
in Ireland’s advancement as a successful
European state and has established a
distinguished record of service to scholarship
and to the Irish and international community.

DUBLIN

Contact
University College Dublin

University College Dublin

Office of the Dean of Graduate
Studies, & Postdoctoral
Training,

UCD International Office,

University College Dublin.
Telephone: +353 1 716
4022/4044/4043
Fax: +353 (0)1 716 4001
email: graduatestudies@ucd.ie
www.ucd.ie/
graduatestudies

Fourth Level Ireland

Room 130, Tierney Building,
UCD, Belfield, Dublin 4,
Ireland.
Telephone: + 353 1 716 1701
Fax: + 353 1 716 1165
email: international@ucd.ie
www.ucd.ie/international
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Today, UCD is a vibrant, modern and researchintensive university situated on a spacious and
leafy campus of 350 acres some 4 kilometers
to the south of Dublin city centre. For students,
both Irish and international, it is a supportive
and stimulating environment in which to
spend a period of intellectual and personal
development. UCD is currently leading the way
to 4th Level Ireland with the introduction of
five new graduate schools providing innovative,
modular programmes and researcher training
of international status. These graduate schools
are closely linked to UCD’s research institutes
and will foster collaborative programmes
and exchange arrangements with leading
universities around the world. UCD is a member
of Universitas 21, an international network of
distinguished research-intensive universities.
UCD offers a lively campus community in which
to live and study. The University has modern
buildings and first class academic and sporting
facilities. It has a busy extracurricular life and
students are encouraged to become actively
involved in the wide range of social, cultural
and sporting activities available. UCD also
has comprehensive student support services,
including a student health centre, student
advisors, counselling, and careers advisory
facilities. Student accommodation is available
on-campus for 3000 students.

The UCD Graduate Schools are:

H Arts & Celtic Studies
H Business & Law, including the UCD Michael
Smurfit School of Business

H Engineering, Mathematical & Physical
Sciences

H Human Sciences
H Life Sciences
Over 6,000 Graduate Students are enrolled
in these Graduate Schools. Many of these
are international students. UCD has an active
International office and the strategic plan of the
University focuses on increasing the numbers
of international students. UCD welcomes
applications from well qualified international
students. Please visit our website to get
more detailed information on all Graduate
Programmes in UCD.

www.iua.ie

University of Limerick
The University of Limerick (UL) was established
in 1972 as the National Institute for Higher
Education, Limerick and constituted as the
University of Limerick in 1989. Situated in the
mid-west region of Ireland, the University of
Limerick is an autonomous, internationally
focused university with over 11,500 students
and 1,200 staff. It is a young, energetic and
enterprising university with a proud record
of innovation in education and excellence in
research and scholarship.

LIMERICK

Contact
Postgraduate Admissions,
Graduate School,
University of Limerick,
Limerick, Ireland.
Telephone: + 353 61 233285

International Education
Division,
University of Limerick,
Limerick, Ireland.
Telephone: + 353 61 202414
Fax: + 353 61 213062

Fax: + 353 61 233287

email: int.ed@ul.ie

email:
postgradadmissions@ul.ie

http://www.ul.ie/
internationaleducation

Click Here for
More Information

www.graduateschool.ul.ie

Fourth Level Ireland
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The University’s mission is to be internationally
renowned as a distinctive university which
shapes the future through educating and
empowering people to meet the real challenges
of tomorrow. Particular attention is paid to the
generation of knowledge which is relevant to
the needs of Ireland’s continuing socioeconomic
development. UL offers a range of programmes
up to doctorate and post-doctorate levels in
Business, Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences,
Science & Engineering, Education & Health
Sciences, Informatics & Electronics.
UL has a superb campus of over 130 hectare
with outstanding recreational, cultural and
sporting facilities which enhance this exceptional
learning and working environment. The campus
is located 5km from Limerick City and 20km
from Shannon International Airport. Adjacent to
the University is the National Technology Park
(NTP), Ireland’s first science/technology park
which is home to over 80 organisations.
The University of Limerick supports links
between teaching and research and between
undergraduate and postgraduate education.
In addition to offering the traditional PhD, the
University is now offering structured doctoral
degree programmes, which include taught
elements in addition to the research-based
PhD thesis. In recognising that many doctoral
graduates will pursue careers outside of
academia, the University provides additional
transferable and professional skills training for
research students.

The University has identified a number of
key research areas for development and
has established four world class centres of
excellence: MSSI - Materials and Surface
Science Institute; Lero - software engineering;
ISKS - Institute for Study of Knowledge in
Society - humanities and social sciences
and Stokes Research Institute - bio fluidics,
biomechanical engineering.
UL has an established reputation for working
with industry, through one of the largest
cooperative education programmes in Europe,
and through its many research projects with
industry. UL looks forward to developing further
links at graduate level, through placements in
industry, co-funding arrangements, and stronger
industry-University partnerships. UL aims to
build on existing links with other educational
institutions, both in Ireland and overseas to
provide the best possible educational experience
for all of its graduates.
Application details are available at:
www.graduateschool.ul.ie
Prospective research masters or PhD students
may apply for admission at any time during
the year.

www.iua.ie

Campus Life

Clubs and Societies
All universities have a wide
range of clubs and societies
open to students at every level
with exciting opportunities
to widen the experience of
studying or researching in
Ireland. The choices are huge
and no matter what your
interest, there is sure to be at
least one which caters for you!
Full details can be found on
each university’s website.

Fourth Level Ireland

Sports

Social Life

Sport is a central part of
campus life at Irish universities,
with many opportunities to
become involved in team and
individual activities from
fencing to field sports. There
has been considerable
investment in sports facilities
both indoor and outdoor so
that the committed sports
person has every opportunity
to excel at the highest level in
sport. On the other hand these
facilities can be used simply for
relaxation and enjoyment.

Irish universities are fully
integrated into the life of their
cities and regions, with vibrant
student communities and social
life. Graduate Students are
guaranteed to feel at home in
this friendly and welcoming
environment.

your future graduate and postdoctoral experience in irish universities

Further Information

Accommodation
The accommodation officers in
the seven universities provide
a comprehensive service in
assisting students in looking for
housing either on campus or in
the local community. Further
details can be obtained from
each university’s website.
www.researchcareersireland.
com also provides practical
information to researchers
new to Ireland on Housing,
Healthcare, Childcare, Banking
and more.
Fourth Level Ireland

For further information on any
aspect of study or research
at an Irish university, please
contact the university of your
choice using the contact names
provided in this publication.
For information on Graduate
studies at Irish Universities
please visit:
www.4thlevelireland.ie
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Irish Universities Association,
48 Merrion Square, Dublin 2, Ireland
Telephone + 353 1 676 4948,
Fax + 353 1 662 2815,
e-mail info@iua.ie
www.iua.ie

University of Limerick

Our online postgraduate prospectus is available at:
www.graduateschool.ul.ie
International students applying for a taught postgraduate
programme should contact the International Education Division:
http://www.ul.ie/internationaleducation
International students applying for a research programme
should contact the Postgraduate Admissions Office:
www.graduateschool.ul.ie

Dublin City University

LeadingIreland’s
Ireland’sResearch
ResearchRevolution
Revolution
Leading

1 DCU – Leading Ireland’s Research Revolution

Click here to get a glimpse of DCU the organisation,
its people and research activities:
http://www.dcu.ie/research/research_brochure.pdf
If you’re interested in pursuing a research career at DCU,
please visit:
http://www.dcu.ie/research.shtml

NUI Galway
Application to NUI Galway
Applications are made online via The Postgraduate Applications Centre (PAC).
Prospective students can access the system through PAC on www.pac.ie (the
online form is easy to use and you will be guided through the system step-bystep). Applicants may apply for three taught programmes OR three research
programmes when making an application to NUI Galway via PAC. The cost of
applying is €37. This is a non-refundable application processing fee payable to
PAC.
English Language Requirement
Students from outside of Ireland, whose first language is not English, must
provide evidence that their English language ability meets the required
standard for admission. The required standard is an overall minimum IELTS
score of 6.5, or equivalent, for Arts, Commerce, Law and Medical programmes
or an IELTS score of 6.0, or equivalent, for Science, Engineering and IT
programmes, undertaken not longer than two years prior to the date of
commencement of the programme for which you are applying.
Support Services at NUI Galway
The University has excellent pastoral care and support services for international
students. These include an Accommodation Office, Counselling Service, Health
Unit, Mentoring Service, Host Family Programme and a dedicated International
Student Officer.”

Click Here to Download the NUI Galway Post Grad Prospectus (PDF)

Trinity College Dublin: the research-led University
Funding Opportunities For Research Students
The University offers two types of postgraduate awards which are available
only to students intending to register for higher research degrees full-time
(i.e. M.Litt., M.Sc., or Ph.D.). Ussher Awards are open to applicants from all
countries. These awards are few in number, very competitive, provide significant
maintenance (currently €16,000 per year) and fully cover fees. Postgraduate
Studentships, also open to applicants from all countries, are more numerous but
equally competitive. They provide a maintenance contribution of €8,000 and full
fee coverage.
Furthermore, throughout the year all Schools offer a number of additional
studentships to graduates interested in engaging in research. These are
ordinarily advertised in the Research Office’s website
(www.tcd.ie/research_innovation/research), the College’s vacancies web page
(www.tcd.ie/vacancies) under the heading ‘Research’, and in the respective
Schools’ websites (www.tcd.ie/az).
For more information about doing research in Trinity College Dublin please visit:
http://www.tcd.ie/Graduate_Studies/postgradopenday
TRINITY
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For more information about doing postgraduate
studies in Trinity College Dublin please consult
out postgraduate Prospectus 2008 and visit:
www.tcd.ie/Graduate_Studies/docs/
Trinity_Postgraduate_Prospectus2008.pdf

Accommodation
A number of students may be accommodated on campus. In addition, the
modern and comfortable Trinity Hall of Residence owned by the University
offers extensive accommodation opportunities. It is situated in its own grounds
about 4km (2.5 miles) from Trinity and is linked to the city centre by bus and
a fast tramline. Find out more about College accommodation and the on-line
application facility at www.tcd.ie/accommodation/StudentsandStaff
During September and up to the end of Freshers’ Week in October, the
Accommodation Office provides a room with telephones, maps and adverts for
accommodation, from which you can co-ordinate your efforts. The telephones
especially are invaluable as you will be making dozens of calls in reply to adverts.
For more details on this free service, contact the Accommodation Office
(www.tcd.ie/Accommodation).

University College Cork
UCC has:
•
•
•
•

The highest level of peer-reviewed research income in the Irish State
A central location in Cork, Ireland’s second largest city
A vibrant postgraduate community with over 3,000 postgraduate students
Invested substantially in new postgraduate facilities including the newly
opened research library

UCC is:
•
•
•

Ireland’s largest university outside Dublin
The location of major research centres of excellence including the
Tyndall National Institute, the Alimentary Pharmabiotic Centre and the
Environmental Research Institute
Home to over 200 postgraduate programmes ranging from higher diplomas
to doctoral research degrees

UCC offers:
•
•
•
•

Free membership to first-rate sporting facilities in the Mardyke arena for
full-time students
An excellent student support system
Cultural, social and sporting opportunities for students
An excellent orientation and induction programme

For more information on the postgraduate opportunities
that await you, please check out:
www.ucc.ie/postgraduate

...or...

www.ucc.ie/international

NUI Maynooth
How to apply
Applications to NUI Maynooth postgraduate
programmes are taken through the
Postgraduate Applications centre (PAC).
Please visit: http://graduatestudies.nuim.ie
for further information.
International Students
We welcome and encourage applications from International students. If you
are coming to NUI Maynooth from outside Ireland, or indeed from outside the
EU, our International Office are more than happy to assist you.
Please visit: http://international.nuim.ie
Language Requirements
All applicants to NUI Maynooth for whom English is not their first language
must be able to produce an English Language certificate and must usually
obtain the required English Language score (IELTS 6.5). This should be sent to
PAC at the time of making your application.
For further information, please visit: http://international.nuim.ie
Entry Requirements
All students applying to a postgraduate programme at NUI Maynooth must
ensure that they fulfil the minimum entry requirements for the course. These
can vary from department to department, so we recommend that you contact
the department directly.
Accommodation
The Residence Office at NUI Maynooth offers support to students living
both on and off campus. A limited amount of on-campus accommodation
is available, and the Residence Office maintains a database of available
off-campus properties. For further information on costs and availability of
accommodation, please visit: http://residence.nuim.ie
For a full list of our courses, or to download a copy of our prospectus, please
visit our Graduate Studies website: http://graduatestudies.nuim.ie

